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Brothers and sisters: Islam, the perfect religion, teaches us the best
manners, guides us to noble character, and forbids bad actions and
ugly speech. One of the most important teachings of Islam is to use
our tongues wisely —to speak good words and avoid useless or
harmful talk.

Allah honored humans with the gift of speech and reason. This
blessing should be used with thanks, not with sin. The tongue can
bring great benefit if used in good, but it can also cause great harmif
used in evil.

The Qur’an and the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) both
commanded us to protect our tongues. Allah says:

“Tell My servants to say what is best, for Satan stirs up trouble
among them.” [Al-lsra’: 53]

And He described the believers as those who avoid useless talk:
“Successful indeed are the believers... who turn away from idle
talk.” [Al-Mu’ ' minan: 1-3]

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
"A person’s faith will not be upright until his heart is upright, and his
heart will not be upright until his tongue is upright.”

He also said that every day the body parts tell the tongue: “Fear
Allah about us, because we are safe if you are upright, and we are
ruined if you are corrupt.”

So, speaking little and guarding the tongue shows good manners
and wisdom. As the Prophet (peace be upon him) taught:
"Whoever believes in Allah and the Last Day, let him speak good or
remain silent."



Good words benefit everyone. With friends, they strengthen love.
With enemies, they reduce anger and may turn them into friends.
Allah says:

“Repel evil with what is better; then the one who was your enemy
may become your close friend.” [Fussilat: 34]

But the tongue also has many dangers. ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab said:
“Whoever talks too much will make many mistakes. Too many
mistakes take away modesty and piety, and when piety is gone, the
heart dies.”

The Prophet (peace be upon him) warned Mu‘adh ibn Jabal:
"Control your tongue.”" Mu'adh asked: “Will we be punished for what
we say?” The Prophet replied: “Most people are thrown into Hellfire
because of what their tongues have harvested.”

So, fear Allah, protect your tongues from sins, and remember His
words:

“O you who believe, fear Allah and speak words of truth. He will
make your deeds right and forgive your sins. Whoever obeys Allah
and His Messenger has truly succeeded.” [Al-Ahzab: 70-71]



