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Allah has honored the children of Adam and preferred them over many of His creation.
From among them, He chose those to whom He granted prophethood and messengership.
And from those, He selected the best of them: our Prophet Muhammad, the son of
Abdullah, the most noble descendant of Hashim—and Hashim was among the elite of
Quraysh. Thus, he was the best of the best. Allah chose him for this nation to guide it to the
true religion and the straight path.

His life—peace and blessings be upon him—was one of worship and gratitude, of calling to
Allah and of forbearance, of trials and patience. He was adorned with exalted character
and commendable optimism. His traits were fragrant, and his biography is rich and
inspiring.

There was no good but that he directed the Ummah toward it, and no evil but that he
warned against it. He said about himself:
"Whatever good | have, | will not withhold it from you." (Agreed upon)

He spent nearly half the time of his prophethood calling to one core message—the greatest
command of all: monotheism. Whoever rejects it is condemned to Hell and forbidden from
Paradise. He began his mission with it and stood atop Mount Safa calling to Quraysh:

"Say: There is no god but Allah, and you will succeed."

He was deeply devoted in worship, standing for long hours until his feet cracked. In a single
unit of prayer, he recited Al-Bagarah, Aal Imran, and An-Nisaa. He had a beautiful voice in
recitation. Al-Baraa’ (may Allah be pleased with him) said:

"I heard the Prophet (£) recite during ‘Isha: By the fig and the olive... | have never heard
anyone with a better voice or recitation than him." (Agreed upon)



He was humble and submissive before Allah. When he prayed, the sound of his weeping
was like the boiling of a pot. His tongue was always engaged in the remembrance of Allah.
Aisha (may Allah be pleased with her) said:

"The Messenger of Allah would remember Allah in all of his states." (Muslim)

Ibn Umar said:

"We used to count in one sitting with the Messenger of Allah () a hundred times: My
Lord, forgive me and turn to me in repentance. Truly, You are the Accepter of
repentance, the Merciful."

The Prophet # was gentle with the youth and cared for their hearts. He would personally
teach them faith. He said to Ibn Abbas:

“Young man, | will teach you some words: Be mindful of Allah, and He will protect
you...” (Tirmidhi)

He showed his love openly. Holding Mu'adh’s hand, he said:
“By Allah, | love you. Don’t forget to say after every prayer: O Allah, help me remember
You, thank You, and worship You well.” (Nasa’i)

He welcomed everyone with an open heart. A stranger once interrupted his sermon to ask
about Islam. The Prophet % stepped down, sat with him, taught him, and then resumed the
sermon. (Muslim)

He was kind and compassionate. Malik ibn al-Huwayrith said:

“We visited the Prophet as young men and stayed twenty nights. Sensing our longing
for family, he told us gently: Go back and teach your people. Pray as you have seen me
pray.” (Agreed upon)

He had refined manners, was modest and soft-spoken, never foul in speech, and never
struck anyone. Aisha said:

“He never hit anyone—woman or servant—except in battle. He never sought revenge
for himself.” (Muslim)

He always smiled. Jarir said:
“The Prophet £ never saw me without smiling at me.”

He honored his relatives and fulfilled the needs of others. Khadijah once told him:
“You uphold ties, speak truthfully, support the weak, help the needy, host guests, and
stand for justice.”



He was loyal to his mother. He visited her grave, wept, and said:
“l sought permission to ask forgiveness for her, but was not granted it. | then asked to
visit her grave, and permission was given.” (Muslim)

He was generous and giving. He never turned away anyone in need. He gave freely—even
flocks of sheep, or the garment he was wearing. (Bukhari)

He lived simply and ate only what was pure. Once, he found a date on his bed but didn’t eat
it, fearing it might be charity. (Agreed upon)

The Prophet # honored his companions, even the young among them. If one fellill, he
visited him and showed sorrow. When Sa’d ibn Ubadah was severely ill, the Prophet wept.

He remained loyal to his companions. On his final day on the pulpit, he said:
"l advise you to care for the Ansar. They are my close ones, and they have fulfilled their
duty. Accept their good and forgive their mistakes." (Bukhari)

He remembered and honored Khadijah after her death, praised her virtue, and treated her
family and friends with kindness.

He once ordered all doors opening into the mosque to be closed except that of Abu Bakr, in
recognition of his status.

Despite his great responsibilities, he was loving and gentle with his household. At home, he
helped with chores, but when prayer time came, he would leave for the mosque.

He honored his children and grandchildren. When his daughter Fatimah entered, he stood
up, kissed her, and seated her in his place. He carried his grandson Hasan on his shoulder
saying:

“0 Allah, | love him, so love him.” (Agreed upon)

He even prayed while carrying his granddaughter Umamah, placing her down in prostration
and lifting her again when he rose. (Agreed upon)

Uthman said:
“We accompanied the Prophet £ in travel and residence. He visited our sick, attended
our funerals, joined us in battle, and shared with us both hardship and ease.” (Ahmad)

He endured immense hardships: orphaned young, exiled from his city, besieged for years,
hid in a cave, lost six children, was pursued and attacked, poisoned, and even bewitched.
He said:

“l have faced fear for Allah when no one else did, and endured harm for His sake more
than anyone.”



Despite this, he remained optimistic and said:
“] love good omens and positive words.” (Agreed upon)

He turned away from worldly luxuries and said:

“What do | have to do with this world? | am like a traveler who rests under a tree and
then moves on.” He died leaving nothing behind. Aisha said:

“The Prophet £ passed away without leaving a dinar, dirham, sheep, or camel, and left
no inheritance.”

He fulfilled the message, advised his people sincerely, and said:
“My example and yours is like a man who lights a fire, and moths rush into it, and | try
to stop you, but you escape from my hands.” (Muslim)

Loving him, obeying him, and believing in him are rights he deserves. He said:
“No one hears of me from this nation—Jew or Christian—and dies without believing in
what | was sent with, except he will be among the people of the Fire.” (Muslim)

He also said:
“None of you truly believes until | am more beloved to him than his father, his child,
and all people.” (Agreed upon)

Obeying him and avoiding what he forbade is a duty. He said:

“All my nation will enter Paradise except those who refuse.” They asked: “Who would
refuse?” He said: “Whoever obeys me will enter Paradise, and whoever disobeys me
has refused.” (Bukhari)

From loving him is to read his biography, follow his example, spread his message, and call
others to his path. Whoever follows him in worship and character will attain success and
Allah’s pleasure.



