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Among the greatest of these days is the Day of ‘Ashura’, a blessed day in which Allah
reminds the believers of one of His greatest favors: the salvation of Prophet Moses (peace
be upon him) and his people, and the destruction of Pharaoh and his army, who had
oppressed and spread corruption in the land. Pharaoh's arrogance reached the point where
he declared:

"I know not for you any god other than me" (Al-Qasas 28:38),
and, "l am your lord, the Highest." (An-Nazi‘at 79:24)

Allah recorded Pharaoh’s story in the Qur’an as a lesson for all generations. He says:

"We inspired Moses, ‘Set out with My servants; indeed, you will be pursued.’... Then We
saved Moses and those with him, and We drowned the others."
(Ash-Shu‘ara 26:52-68)

Imam Ibn Kathir explains: after Pharaoh rejected every sign, Allah commanded Moses to
lead the Israelites out of Egypt by night. Pharaoh pursued them with a great army. When the
two groups met at the sea, the followers of Moses feared capture. But Moses said:

“No! Indeed, with me is my Lord; He will guide me.”

Allah then commanded him to strike the sea with his staff, and it splitinto dry paths for
each of the twelve tribes. Moses and his people crossed safely. Pharaoh and his army
followed and were all drowned.

O servants of Allah,
This event carries many lessons. First and foremost, that Allah alone is the Savior of the
believers, especially His prophets. As Allah says:

“Thus itis incumbent upon Us to save the believers.” (Yunus 10:103)

It shows that faith and obedience to Allah lead to salvation in this life and the next. It also
reminds us that oppression and tyranny always end in ruin, as in Pharaoh’s fate:

“We seized him and his soldiers and cast them into the sea... and made them leaders
calling to the Fire.”
(Al-Qasas 28:40-42)

In contrast, those who were oppressed were raised and made leaders, as Allah said:

“We wanted to favor those who were oppressed... and make them inheritors.”
(Al-Qasas 28:5-6)

The Sunnah of Fasting ‘Ashura’



The Prophet Muhammad % established the fast of ‘Ashura’ as a way to thank Allah for
saving Moses and his people and to express the unity of all prophets.

Ibn ‘Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) reported:

“When the Prophet # came to Madinah and saw the Jews fasting on ‘Ashura’, he said: ‘What
is this?’ They replied, ‘This is a good day. Allah saved the Children of Israel on this day, so
Moses fasted. The Prophet £ said: ‘We have more right to Moses than you, so he fasted
and instructed the Muslims to fast.”

He £ also said:

“Fasting the Day of ‘Ashura’, | hope from Allah it will expiate the sins of the past year.”
(Narrated by Muslim)

So, fear Allah, and strive to fast this blessed day in accordance with the Sunnah, out of
gratitude to Allah and in following the example of the Prophet £,



