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gl abed
O Muslims,
The seasons of divine mercy and blessing
continue to grace the servants of Allah, one
after another. As soon as one sacred
observance concludes, another presents itself.
Now, the pilgrims have arrived at the Ancient
House of Allah, answering the call of the
Prophet Ibrahim (peace be upon him):
“And proclaim to the people the Hajj; they
will come to you on foot and on every lean
camel; they will come from every distant
pass.”
(Surah Al-Hajj: 27)
It 1s a House that Allah has made a place of
return and safety for mankind. Around it, the
generous One showers His mercy and gifts. It
1s a blessed sanctuary, filled with guidance
and manifest signs.
“Indeed, the first House [of worship]
established for mankind was that at




Bakkah—blessed and a guidance for the
worlds. In it are clear signs [such as] the
standing place of Abraham. And whoever
enters it shall be safe.”

(Surah Aal ‘Imran: 96—-97)

The pilgrimage to this House 1s a pillar of
Islam. Allah says:

“And [due] to Allah from the people is a
pilgrimage to the House—for whoever is
able to find thereto a way. But whoever
disbelieves—then indeed, Allah is free from
need of the worlds.”

(Surah Aal ‘Imran: 97)

Islamic law commands the believers to
journey to this sacred land to fulfill the
obligation of Hajj. The Prophet £ said:

“O people, Allah has made Hajj obligatory
upon you, so perform Hajj.”

(Reported by Muslim)

Hajj 1s among the greatest deeds in the sight
of Allah. Abu Hurairah (may Allah be pleased




with him) reported:
The Prophet £ was asked: “Which deed is

best?”” He said:

“Faith in Allah and His Messenger.”

It was said: “Then what?”

“Jihad in the path of Allah.”

It was said: “Then what?”

“A righteous (accepted) Hajj.”

(Agreed upon)

Performing this fifth pillar of Islam brings
about forgiveness of sins and cleansing from
the stains of transgression. The Messenger of
Allah & said:

“Whoever performs Hajj and does not engage
in sexual relations or commit sin will return
[free of sin] as the day his mother gave birth
to him.”

(Reported by Al-Bukhari)




And for the one who maintains righteousness
during Hajj, Allah has prepared Paradise as a
reward. The Prophet £ said:

“The accepted Hajj has no reward except
Paradise.”

(Agreed upon)

Imam An-Nawawi (may Allah have mercy on
him) said:

“Its reward is not limited to the forgiveness of
some sins; rather, the person will inevitably
enter Paradise.”

The best provision a pilgrim can take on his
journey is the provision of God-consciousness
(tagwa). Allah says:

“And take provisions, but indeed, the best
provision is tagwa.”

(Surah Al-Bagarah: 197)

O Muslims,

The most virtuous way to draw near to your
Lord is by proclaiming His oneness during the




rites of Hajj and dedicating all acts of worship
solely to Him. Allah says:

“And complete the Hajj and ‘Umrah for
Allah.”

(Surah Al-Bagarah: 196)

Declaring the Talbiyah affirms His Oneness:
“Here I am, O Allah, here I am. Here I am,
You have no partner, here [ am.”

And the best words uttered on the Day of
‘Arafah are words of Tawheed. The Prophet
£ said:

“The best supplication is the supplication on
the Day of ‘Arafah, and the best thing I and
the Prophets before me have said is:

‘La ilaha illa Allah, wahdahu la sharika lah,
lahu al-mulku walahu al-hamd, wa huwa ‘ala
kulli shay’in gadeer.™

(Reported by At-Tirmidhi)

Trusting in Allah is one of the greatest acts of
worship. Allah says:




“So worship Him and rely upon Him.”
(Surah Hud: 123)

Despair has no place in Islam. Allah says:
“Indeed, no one despairs of relief from
Allah except the disbelieving people.”
(Surah Yusuf: 87)

Hajar (peace be upon her) sought water for
herself and her infant in a barren valley
between two mountains. Thirst overcame her,
and anxiety for her child burdened her. Yet
after trust in Allah and making effort, she
discovered a gushing spring that nourished
her and generations to come. The Prophet £

said:

“May Allah have mercy on the mother of
Isma’il. If she had left Zamzam [to flow], it
would have been a flowing river.”

(Reported by Al-Bukhari)

It 1s Allah alone who holds power over benefit
and harm. He is the One who relieves distress,
the Exalted in might, the Sovereign of the




heavens and the earth, the One of majesty and
grandeur. The pilgrim declares this truth by
making Takbir during the rituals—while
performing Tawaf, Sa‘1, throwing the pebbles,
on the Day of Sacrifice, and during the Days
of Tashreeq—so that the heart remains
devoted to Allah alone, unattached to what
people possess.

Throwing the pebbles reminds us of the
constant enemy who lies in wait, seeking to
lead us to Hell. Allah says:

“Indeed, Satan is an enemy to you; so take
him as an enemy. He only invites his party
to be among the companions of the Blaze.”
(Surah Fatir: 6)

So beware of falling short in obligations or
slipping into sin, for such things lead to ruin.
Know that the moments of Hajj are precious,
and its hours are valuable. Allah says:




“And remember Allah during [specific]
numbered days.”

(Surah Al-Bagarah: 203)

Strive during Hajj for all that is good:
remembrance, seeking forgiveness, Takbir,
reciting the Qur’an. Allah says:

“Then when you depart from ‘Arafat,
remember Allah at Al-Mash‘ar Al-Haram.
And remember Him as He has guided
you.”

(Surah Al-Bagarah: 198)

And after completing the rites, praise Allah
for guiding you and thank Him for enabling
you to worship Him.

“And when you have completed your rites,
remember Allah like your remembrance of
your forefathers or with [much] greater
remembrance.”

(Surah Al-Bagarah: 200)

Hajj includes moments of repentance and
returning to Allah:




“Then depart from the place from where
[all] the people depart and seek forgiveness
of Allah. Indeed, Allah is Forgiving and
Merciful.”

(Surah Al-Bagarah: 199)

People differ in their aspirations during Hayj;.
Some seek only worldly gains, while others
aim for the hereafter and Allah’s pleasure.
Allah says:

“And among the people is he who says,
‘Our Lord, give us in this world,” and he
will have no share in the Hereafter. But
among them is he who says, ‘Our Lord,
give us in this world [that which is] good
and in the Hereafter [that which is] good
and protect us from the punishment of the
Fire.” Those will have a share of what they
have earned, and Allah is swift in account.”
(Surah Al-Bagarah: 200-202)

O Muslims,

You are now in the midst of the blessed first




ten days of Dhul-Hijjah, in which good deeds
are highly virtuous. The Prophet £ said:

“There are no days in which righteous deeds
are more beloved to Allah than these ten
days.”

They said: “Not even Jihad in the path of
Allah?”

He said:

“Not even Jihad, except for a man who goes
out with his life and wealth and returns with
nothing.”

(Reported by Al-Bukharti)

So increase in these days your Takbir (saying
Allahu Akbar), Tahmid (saying
Alhamdulillah), recitation of the Qur’an,
upholding family ties, giving charity,
honoring parents, relieving the distressed,
fulfilling needs, and all forms of worship.
Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah said:

“The ten days of Dhul-Hijjah are better than
the ten days of Ramadan, but the last ten




nights of Ramadan are better than the nights
of Dhul-Hijjah.”

The Companions, may Allah be pleased with
them, used to revive the Sunnah of public
Takbir during these days. Ibn ‘Umar and Abu
Hurairah would go to the marketplace and
recite Takbir, and the people would join them
in doing so. (Reported by Al-Bukhari)

These ten days culminate with the sacrifice on
Eid and the following days. The Prophet £

sacrificed two white, horned rams with his
own hands, saying the name of Allah and
glorifying Him. (Agreed upon)

The best sacrifice is the most valuable and
beloved to its owner. One sheep suffices for a
man and his household. It is forbidden for the
one who intends to sacrifice to cut his hair,
nails, or skin during these ten days until the
sacrifice is done.

So perform the sacrifice gladly, eat from it,
feed others, and give in charity—especially to




the needy among you and your relatives and
neighbors. Guard your celebrations from what
displeases your Lord. Share with the pilgrims
in their remembrance of Allah, their
supplication, and their Takbir.

And for those not performing Hayjj, fasting on
the Day of ‘Arafah is prescribed. The Prophet
£ said:

“Fasting on the Day of ‘Arafah—I hope from
Allah that it will expiate the sins of the
previous year and the coming year.”
(Reported by Muslim)

So take advantage of these seasons of worship
before they pass. Life is a precious
opportunity, days are limited, and lifespans
are short.




